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CITY OF WEST CARROLLTON 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

September 15, 2022
Members Present
Members Absent


Dominick Rinaldi 



Kim Hagerman 
Doug Fields




Lindsey Miles



Harold Robinson







Staff






Greg Gaines, Director of Planning & Community Dev.

Erin Doherty, Planning Administrative Assistant

City Council Members



Keith Tilton


Amanda Zennie 
Mr. Rinaldi called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the roll call was taken revealing that all members except Kim Hagerman and Lindsey Miles were present. A motion was made by Mr. Robinson with a second by Mr. Fields to excuse Ms. Hagerman and Ms. Miles from the meeting. The motion was unanimously approved.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

There was a motion by Mr. Fields with a second by Mr. Robinson to approve the agenda of the September 15, 2022 meeting as submitted. The motion was unanimously approved.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
There was a motion by Mr. Fields with a second by Mr. Robinson to approve the minutes of the May 19, 2022 meeting as submitted. The motion was unanimously approved.
PUBLIC HEARINGS

T-22-1 – Fence Regulation Amendments 
Mr. Rinaldi explained the procedures for conducting a public hearing. Mr. Gaines was sworn in for testimony. Mr. Rinaldi asked if proper public notice had been given.  Mr. Gaines stated that a legal ad appeared in the Miamisburg-West Carrollton News on August 25, 2022.
Mr. Rinaldi asked if Commission members had any potential conflicts of interest which might jeopardize their ability to render an unbiased decision on the application. Commission members did not have any conflicts of interest.  
Mr. Rinaldi asked if Commission members had any ex-parte communications to disclose, including letters, phone calls, e-mails, texts, site visits, and conversations, which might influence their decision on this case. Commission members did not have any ex-parte communications to disclose.
Mr. Rinaldi opened the public hearing.  
Mr. Gaines presented an overview of the staff report dated September 9,2022. (copies of the staff report and PowerPoint presentation are attached).
Mr. Rinaldi had emailed Mr. Gaines that on Exhibit A, page 1, under (A) Definitions, Paragraph (4) there is a minor typo which reads “Perimeter Fence. An barrier erected…”  He said this should read “Perimeter Fence. A barrier erected…”

There were no further comments or questions from Commission members.

Mr. Rinaldi asked if anyone present wished to testify in favor of the proposal.  There being none, Mr. Rinaldi asked if anyone present wished to testify in opposition to the proposal.  There being none, Mr. Rinaldi closed the public hearing.

There was a motion by Mr. Fields and second by Mr. Robinson to approve T-22-1 as amended by Mr. Rinaldi. The motion was approved unanimously. The recommendation of the Planning Commission will be transmitted to City Council, which will conduct a public hearing on September 22, 2022 and render a final decision on October 11, 2022.

DECISION ITEMS

There were no decision items. 
DISCUSSION ITEMS
Planning Officials Training Program 

Mr. Gaines passed out informational copies of the Planning Officials Training Program offered through APA, and stated that the City has access to the materials offered for the next two years. Mr. Gaines stated that these are training materials to support better development review processes and decision making by boards and commissions. He stated that there are materials and video links and the training can be done from home or he can set it up as part of a meeting. Mr. Gaines stated he will be looking into this further in order to give more detail in order to discuss at a future meeting. 
Report by Director

Mr. Gaines stated he did not have a report for the evening but was open to any questions. There were no questions by Commission Members. 
Briefing by City Council Representative(s)
 Ms. Zennie stated that she didn’t really have an update from Council and asked if there were any questions for her. There were no questions by Commission Members. 
 Unscheduled Business 
Mr. Fields had questions about the Sign Code Update that Council had been reviewing in a work session and asked for clarification. Mr. Gaines stated that staff has been working with Steve McHugh on an update of the code.  Mr. Gaines stated that the Sign Code will come to Planning Commission to review first then will ultimately go to City Council for final approval. Mr. Gaines stated that the attorney is going back and doing more research to find court decisions that would allow the City to allow certain off-premise signage (such as banners at the baseball field) on public property. Mr. Fields stated he speaks to a lot of business owners in town and they do not like the West Carrollton sign code, when they see other cities like Miamisburg and Kettering who are able to put out signage that is not permitted in West Carrollton. He feels like locally, the city could work more with businesses on signage.

Mr. Gaines stated that it is an important conversation and he would like the Planning Commission to be involved in the discussion. Both Mr. Fields and Mr., Robinson stated they would like to be involved. 
Mr. Robinson asked that as a member of the Planning Commission, that they be told earlier and in more ways if there is an opportunity to attend a joint City Council work session. Mr. Robinson stated that moving forward he would like to be involved with these meetings and would like to be contacted earlier and in additional ways as well as to receive an update to what was discussed in the council work session.  Mr. Gaines apologized for not providing more notice and said he will be sure to do so in the future.  
Ms. Zennie discussed a few of the points that she could that were discussed in the work session. She stated that decisions had not been made during the session and that they had sent the attorneys back for more information before moving forward. Ms. Zennie stated that no decision was made and it could take a few more sessions with how much is involved. 
Next Meeting

The next Planning Commission meeting is scheduled for October 6, 2022 at 6:30 p.m.   
COMMENTS BY THE AUDIENCE

There were no comments by the audience.
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no other business, there was a motion by Mr. Robinson and second by Mr. Fields to adjourn the meeting at 7:08 p.m.  The vote was unanimous to adjourn.
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