PD Employees Receive Special Recognition

Detective Mark Allison and Sergeant Kori Rolando were recognized during an awards
presentation at the Feb. 28 City Council meeting.
Allison received the police department’s 2011 Employee of the Year award – the third time he
has received the recognition during his 31 year tenure with the department. Rolando received
the Distinguished Service award for his role in a Nov. 1, 2011 call in which he calmed a suicidal
subject.

Police Chief Rick Barnhart said Allison plays a vital role in the department. During 2011, he
served as the city’s “lone detective” while another detective was assigned to work with the
Organized Crime Task Force.
“Mark took on a great amount of work by himself – investigating all the cases including several
felonies, working with prosecutors, and testifying in court,” Barnhart said. “He always maintains
a great attitude, which is so important for our department and our citizens,” he said.
Rolando has served with the West Carrollton police department for approximately 16 years.
When he was dispatched to a respond to a suicidal subject call on Nov. 1, 2011, he and Officer
David Banas found the subject had cut his own neck with a knife. “It was evident that his intent
was ‘suicide by cop’,” Rolando said.
“I just kept talking to him for about 20 to 30 minutes and got him to put the knife down,” he said.
“After it was all said and done, the guy came up and gave us a hug,” Rolando said.
During the medic transport to the hospital, the subject said “if it wasn’t for that Sergeant, I
wouldn’t be here right now,” according to Officer Banas.
Barnhart said that Rolando’s “quick thinking, reassuring manner, and patience” were essential
to the successful resolution of the situation.
Both recipients were nominated and selected by their fellow members of the department.
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